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Imitators of Christ

Jerome Hsu

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. (Ephesians
5:1 ESVST)

Many times when we, as Christians, hear that we ought to
“imitate” God, we might be tempted to think that imitating
Jesus Christ only means what we do on the outside with our
actions, that when we love people or help people out, we
are imitating God.

While loving people and helping people are important traits
which outwardly demonstrate faith in Jesus Christ, what can-
not be forgotten is that imitating God also includes what we
do on the inside in regards to our minds and hearts - that if
we have not surrendered our thoughts and desires to Jesus
Christ, the actions we perform on the outside have no value

in God’s eyes.

17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes
into the stomach and is expelled? 18 But what comes out of
the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person.
19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery,

sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are

11
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what defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands does
not defile anyone. (Matthew 15:17-20 ESVST)

The Mosaic Law was not given to the Jews so that they could
use its rules and regulations to take advantage of, abuse,
and burden other Jews; rather the Mosaic Law was given to
the Jews for the purpose of transforming their hearts to be
more and more like their Heavenly Father as they imitated
God in both deed and character in order to represent God

as Ambassadors to the rest of the world.

Yet because the human race is mired in sin, it was impossible
for the Jews (as well as us) to use the Law to transform their
own lives in this way. We are not strong enough to follow
the Law completely to the satisfaction of God, but Jesus Christ
is strong enough. And because Jesus, the Son of God, came
to fulfill the Law for us by paying the penalty for our sins
with his death on the cross, and rose from death to give us

his Holy Spirit, we now can truly imitate God on the inside



of our lives if we let the Holy Spirit transform our hearts into

Christlikeness. The real question is: do we let him?

In Ephesians 5:5, Paul has this to say about a person who
may be imitating God on the outside, but is not imitating
God on the inside:

For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually
immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater),
has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. (Ephe-
sians 5:5 ESVST)

Paul very clearly states that people who call themselves
“Christian” and yet who do not let the Holy Spirit transform
their inner lives, have “no inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and God” - that is, such people are doomed to eternal

death, not eternal life.

Our challenge then to you as a believer is,”Do you imitate
God on the inside of your life as well as the outside of your
life?” Scripture has made it abundantly clear that our Heav-
enly Father wants us to imitate both what he does as well as
who he is. Let us therefore truly imitate God in our actions

as well as what goes on in our hearts and minds.

HEH « Jerome HsuZ® ¥ & $ ’\:I
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Christian Salvation and
Confirmation
Alice Shaw (1F8E)

It was the summer or fall of 1981. My husband (Sherman)
and | had just finished our master degree programs from
Minnesota, and we were frustrated with job hunting and
the decision of whether we should stay in the United States

or go back to Taiwan.

Sherman took a friend’s advice to check out the market in
California. And we drove our very old Thunderbird to Los
Angeles. We stayed at my cousin (June’s) place as we had
no friends there. June and Raymond are a very kind loving
couple and they hosted us for a couple of weeks. Both June
and Raymond are christians; they prayed for us and told us
to search for God’s guidance. Our job hunting was not that
successful, and we continued to confront the decision of

whether we should continue staying in United States.

One day during our stay in Los Angeles, | prayed earnestly
asking the Lord’s direction for our future. | woke up during
the night to go to the bathroom; | saw the little cross light
shining on the driveway through the bathroom window, and

| had a very peaceful feeling that all things would go alright



for us. In the morning of the second day, Sherman decided
that we would stay in the United States for a little longer,
and we returned to Minnesota. That night | also woke up,

however, | did not see any light outside the window.

After we went back to Minnesota, amazingly Sherman got
his first job in the United States within a month. We moved
to an apartment in Crystal, Minnesota which was close to
where Sherman’s job was located. We were visited by a
young American lady one weekend in our apartment; she
was in her church’s outreach program and introduced us to

her church and her mother, Grace Hokinson.

The very first time | visited their church, it was a communion
Sunday, and the passage ,”This cup is the new covenant in
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in rememberance

of me.” really touched me and my heart answered, “Yes”.

Grace Hokinson was an angel watching over me during my
christian life in Minnesota. We didn’t have children when
we met Grace. Later on she invited us to her house for
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners; Sherman and she were
good friends as they joked a lot. One day out of blue, she
asked us why we didn’t have a family, and | told her that |
had problems getting pregnant. She said,”Don’t worry about
it, my prayer will definitely be heard.” She asked us to kneel
down, and she had her head over us and prayed for us. |

was pregnant half a year later. Sherman wanted to name
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our little daughter “Grace” after the angel lady in our life.

When our little Grace was born we moved to a house in Crys-
tal. We were so thankful that our neighbor across the street
from the Lutheran Church was our babysitter, from when
Grace was 3 months old until she was 5 years old, and we
moved to San Francisco. About half a year after we settled
in Fremont, | joined 3rd Home of Christ as my home church
and got baptized; and also my daughter grew up here with

all her good friends and was baptized as well.
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