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On Sofl

Marian Hsu

Many of you know the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1-23).
Some seeds fell on the path, others on rocky ground, others among
the thorns, and others on good soil. The seed on the path did
not understand what he heard of the kingdom of God and it was
snatched away. The one on rocky ground had little root and re-
ceived the word of God with joy but fell away. The seed among
the thorns was tempted was choked by the worries of the world.
The seed on good soil flourished and was fruitful. | was such a
seed that fell on rocky ground, but by God’s grace was fertilized and

amended to good sail.

| was raised in a non-Christian family. However when | was in high
school, a friend invited me to Friday night youth group at church. 1
was open to hearing the gospel, and within a year | accepted Jesus
as my savior. A year later | began to make excuses about not going
to church and eventually stopped going altogether. At the time, |
did not realize that there is so much more to being a Christian than
just a one-time prayer. | did not know there was a difference be-

tween accepting Christ as my savior versus my Lord.

| graduated high school and went to U.C. Berkeley. Going to a

college so close, | was a haphazard Christian with no accountability.



No one knew if | was at Berkeley or Fremont or if | was even going
to church. But | made some bad choices my first year and got into
a situation that began to spiral out of my control. In the midst of
the chaos, | clearly felt God asking me, “If you still call yourself my
child, why do you not act like one?” And | knew it had to stop.
From the spring of my freshman year, | resolved to get baptized and
go consistently to church. That’s when | learned how to seek God

first and how | began to grow.

When 1 first accepted Christ, the bible spoke to my mind, whereas
God was targeting specific areas of my life and renewing and trans-
forming my heart. From the bad choices and sins in my life, | began
to fully grasp the depth of my sinful nature and how wonderful a
gift was God’s grace and forgiveness. | had originally accepted that
I was sinful, because | reasoned that any sin was a sin, and | had told
white lies before. But by glimpsing how sinful | could be, | began
to cling so much more to God’s grace and how he can redeem my
life. Like the woman with the alabaster jar and the debtor with the
greater debt whose debt was cancelled, | experienced God’s grace

more and loved Him more. (Luke 7:36-50)

| graduated from college with a B.A. in Biology and English, but
without a job or plan on what to do next. This was especially
troubling because all my life the goal had been to get into a good
college to get a good job to become independent. But even after
going to a good college, | found myself returning home to my par-
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ents with no job -nothing except the faith that my God knew where
| was going. | struggled with maintaining that hope as most of my
friends found jobs or headed to grad school while | had no idea
of what to do. For the first time in my life | was wholly open to
what Lord would want to do in my life and willing to surrender it
to Him. | held on to the promises that God gives us to trust in Him,
that by seeking God first, it would all work out. “But seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you.”- Matthew 6:33

In the meantime, | began working at a company of a family friend
and to help out with the junior highers during Sunday school and
Friday night youth group. A few months later, | received an in-
terview request in Los Angeles for a job in Maryland. | had never
flown on an airplane by myself, let alone driven anywhere more
than an hour by myself. 1 was scared and nervous, but on the
airplane trip, | was seated next to a woman who began reading a
book, “Mere Christianity” by C.S. Lewis. | gathered my courage to
ask her if she was a Christian. It turned out she was going to Russia
for a mission trip. | was amazed and reminded that wherever | go
that the Lord my God is with me. (Joshua 1:9)

A month later, | found myself flying out to Maryland for a second
interview and before | knew it | was making plans to move to
Maryland, right before Thanksgiving, away from family and friends

and all that was familiar to me. Knowing the Lord had opened this
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door out of nowhere, | knew | needed to hold on to God’s prom-
ises and trust in his provision all the more, that | wasn’t just going to
be on my own —for where ever | went the Lord my God was with
me. So began my earnest prayer to find a church, because | wanted

to go with the right priorities and heart.

| arrived in Maryland on a Thursday and stayed with a family
friend. On Friday, | purchased my first car. The next day | contact-
ed a church | was referred to and asked about service times and any
leads for housing. The church secretary encouraged me to stand up
at service and introduce myself as being from California and look-
ing for housing. That Sunday, in front of 200 strangers, | did just
that. By evening | received a call connecting me with two Christian
sisters who had a room for rent. In less than a week, God provided
me transportation and housing but mostly a place to worship and a
church family. He showed me how by putting Him first, everything

else in my life would fall into place.

No longer was | a seed on rocky soil, for the Lord had amended
my soil and allowed me to set deep roots so that | would grow and
bear fruit.

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.” — Matthew 6:33

Marian Hsu is a minister’s wife, mother of four boys, an office assistant at the Alameda
County Water District, and has served in children’s ministry, discipleship, family ministry,

young adult ministry, and is currently serving in youth ministry.
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Never Give Up

Anthony Ying

May 28th 2014, a day that would forever change my life. Despite
my promise to remain emotionally optimistic after spinal cord sur-
gery, | became frustrated and depressed from the lack of freedom.
While tubes and catheters physically restrained me, the medicine
caused me to catch a severe headache if | tried sit up. Other an-
noyances such as leg spasms and eye discharge only added to my
anger. But above all the annoyance and pain, constant doctor/nurse
checkups and machine noises left me insanely sleep deprived. How-
ever, the worst part was that | would unleash all my anger toward
the people who tried to comfort and ease my recovery. Life began
to seem hopeless as my recovery appeared to be anything but a

goal worth fighting for.

As the days passed by, all | could think about was what my life could
have been without surgery. Not only did | have to catch up on
three weeks of school, but | would also have to miss spending time
with my friends and family. Under these pessimistic viewpoints, |
started to feel lonely and helpless. In the face of the potential to
remain permanently disabled, | gave up trying to motivate myself

to work hard in recovery and slowly drifted toward depression.
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Yet what changed me was when the nurse told me | was going
to be transferred to Children’s Hospital Oakland for rehabilitation.
As soon as | arrived at CHO, | met people in far worse conditions
than myself. The smiles from these survivors of car accidents, brain
tumors and autoimmune diseases left an impact on my behavior.
How could | say that my life was horrible in front of people who
have been through worse? If they could remain optimistic despite
their conditions, then so could . | realized that if | was to ever be
discharged from the hospital, my attitude would have to undertake

a major change.

From that moment of change, rehabilitation began to seem ap-
pealing. | began to talk to many professionals and college students
which helped me grow confident in my endeavor to become a
physician. In addition, | started to attempt challenges given by the
therapists. In doing so, | started to walk within two weeks instead
of the predicted four. This encouragement helped me regain my
optimism which led me to help out my roommates by warming
their blankets in the sunlight and comforting them when they feel

hopeless.

At first, | thought recovery had to be accomplished solely by myself
but healing happens best with the support of others. Once | opened
my eyes to the world around me, | realized that there is much more
to life. Something as simple as walking | now see as a gift. Above

all, I am thankful for the strength and motivation that God has pro-
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vided for me. In my time of hopelessness, God provided me with
a community of hospital staff, family, and friends. Without these
supporters guiding my recovery, | could not have recovered to the
state in which | am in today. | only hope that when | become a doc-
tor, | can use this experience to encourage my patients to be more

thankful for their lives and never give up on their goals.

“Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions nev-
er fail. They are new every moming; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “Ihe
LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for fim. *The LORD is good to those whose
hope is in hiim, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of
the LORD. It is good for a man to bear the yoke while he is young.”

- Lamentations 3:22-27
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