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The Ordlinary Herofne

Ocean Hu

In the early spring of 1933, our mother, Mrs. Tsai-Ho Hu, was
born in a remote hamlet in the Chinese province of Yunnan.
After losing her father at the tender age of nine, our grand-
mother was driven by hostility from Japanese forces to trek
on foot to northern Burma with our mother and her younger
sibling Aunt Tsai-Lan in tow. As World War Il drew to a close,
they remained there. The disposition of an eldest child, along
with wartime, made Mother the headstrong person she was.

In Burma, Mother had her most defining experiences: her
marriage in 1951 to our father, 10 years her senior; and the
birth of three sons and four daughters. Constant armed con-
flicts between local factions and government forces made life
treacherous in mountainous northern Burma. Mother, how-
ever, was undefeated. Eager to share in Father’s economic bur-
den, she lugged her children with her while peddling provi-
sions to neighboring villages. Then, despite the difficult times,
the amazing love of God found her. While a follower of the
pagan religion Yiguandao, she was told the Gospel by foreign
missionaries. She accepted, repented, and was reborn through
baptism to become a Christian. She shared the good news
with our father, aunt, and grandmother, and they too became
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believers, just as Acts 16:31 in the scriptures says, Believe in the
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.
Church became the center of Mother’s being. Everywhere she
went, from Burma to Taiwan to the United States, seeking out
a church was a priority.

Burma’s political unrest and escalating drug ills, and con-
cerns for her children’s education, led Mother to convince
our grandmother, father, and uncle to move their families to
Taiwan. Five adults and 13 children, uprooted, made the ar-
duous journey in 1967. Taiwan in the 1960s was a time of
hardship. Father and Mother’s limited education didn’t help.
Father found a job with the Veterans Affairs Council, but his
wages could not sustain a family of nine. So Mother came to
the rescue with her iron-woman tenacity. Nothing fazed her.
She worked construction, carried bricks at the kiln, gathered
recyclables, worked cottage industries, did domestic help-
whatever it took to raise her children. Having just arrived in
Taiwan, we settled into a rented shanty in the Bade Township
of Taoyuan County. Once, to retrieve a 20-cent coin she had
let slip into the gutter that runs under our house, Mother went
barefoot into it. Shards of glass gashed her foot, but all she
wanted was some gauze dressing, and she was back at the
brick factory the next day, doing her job. Under such selfless
care and nurture, her children grew up well and whole.

1976 saw another ordeal in the family. The studious and ac-
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ademically proficient Ocean was in middle school when he
contracted Japanese encephalitis, a life threatening infection.
He lay unconscious for two weeks in Taipei Veterans General
Hospital while some patients perished of the same ailment. But
with our parents’ tears, fasting, and persistent prayers, Ocean
pulled through. He woke, but with the cognitive level of a
five year old. Mother did not give up. She kept praying and
cared for Ocean with the faith of a God-fearing mother. Two
months later Ocean recovered. Thereafter, she would remind
him at every opportunity that his life was gained through tears
of love, prayers, and above all, God'’s grace.

By the grace of God, we, her children, each grew up and
had families of our own. Upon retirement in 1992, Father
and Mother immigrated to the United States. They settled in
with Hai-Ping, the second-eldest daughter, happily tending
to grandchildren. In 1995, Father went to be with the Lord.
Besides caring for grandchildren, Mother spent her time on
Scripture, prayers, and church activities.

In 2000, against the wishes of all her children, Mother moved
into a senior home in Walnut Creek. Her intention was to
be a more effective preacher of the Gospel. With her mod-
est grasp of English, she evangelized at her senior home, on
the streets, at bus stops, and with every opportunity she had.
Her small bedroom at the home became a regular place of
fellowship. With support from Pastor Chu and Minister Tsui,
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and help from church brothers and sisters, many of the elderly
at Mother’s small apartment came to know God. Despite her
shaky step, which required a cane, Mother and her elderly
cohort would make rounds all over the Bay Area, doing visi-
tations and sharing the Gospel.

By 2006 Mother’s health began to decline. After a few falls,
we had to check her out of the senior home. She began liv-
ing in a rotation with her daughters’ families in her last de-
cade. Life was routine, meal times regular. Sunday service and
Sunday school became the only times she ventured out of
the house. The last two years evidenced the effects of her
life of hardship. Fatigue set in. In the early hours of Feb. 24,
2017, Mother had difficulty breathing and her blood pressure
plunged. Her second-eldest and youngest daughters rushed
her to a hospital, where she was medically stabilized, kept in
the ICU for some days, and then transferred to a regular bed
on March 3. Medical indicators seemed normal, and Moth-
er could engage in some light activities. On March 6, HaiYj,
the youngest daughter, shared a video clip of Mother eating
by her own strength. We were all relieved. That afternoon,
Hai-Ping announced that Mother was leaving the hospital. By
that evening, however, she lapsed into unconsciousness. Hav-
ing previously decided to forgo invasive treatment, Mother
went to be with the Lord. That night, all family members in
the United States gathered at the hospital to see Mother lying
peacefully on the hospital bed. As she wished, her body was
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entrusted to UCSF for medical teaching. As her body bag was
being zipped, there was not a dry eye. Mother’s life was hard,
yet we are grateful to God, for she had fought a glorious bat-
tle. She can finally leave her timeworn shell for her eternal
place in Heaven.

All her life Mother faithfully performed her duty from God.
She was submissive to her husband and her love for her chil-
dren was boundless. She tended to her household admira-
bly and she was a model citizen of every country she called
home. Above all, Mother was the ultimate soldier for Christ
the Lord, a giant for the Gospel. She exemplified what Paul the
Apostle described in Romans 8:35, 38-39, where it is written:

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger,
or sword?

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to sep-
arate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Mom, we miss you. We truly miss you!

Ocean Hu 03/14/2017
English translated by brother Jason Tan
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