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12Not that | have already obtained
this or am already perfect, but I press
on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own.
13Brothers, | do not consider that |
have made it my own. But one thing
| do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead,
141 press on toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. *SLet those of us who
are mature think this way, and if in
anything you think otherwise, God
will reveal that also to you. 6Only let
us hold true to what we have attained.

"Brothers, join in imitating me, and
keep your eyes on those who walk
according to the example you have in
us. 8For many, of whom I have often
told you and now tell you even with
tears, walk as enemies of the cross of
Christ. Their end is destruction,
their god is their belly, and they glory
in their shame, with minds set on
earthly things. 2°But our citizenship
is in heaven, and from it we await a
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 2’who
will transform our lowly body to be
like his glorious body, by the power
that enables him even to subject all
things to himself.

12I'm not saying that | have this all together,
that I have it made. But | am well on my way,
reaching out for Christ, who has so
wondrously reached out for me. *Friends,
don't get me wrong: By no means do | count
myself an expert in all of this, but I've got my
eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us
onward - to Jesus. **I'm off and running, and
I'm not turning back. °So let's keep focused
on that goal, those of us who want everything
God has for us. If any of you have something
else in mind, something less than total
commitment, God will clear your blurred
vision - you'll see it yet! *®Now that we're on
the right track, let's stay on it. YStick with me,
friends. Keep track of those you see running
this same course, headed for this same goal.
8There are many out there taking other paths,
choosing other goals, and trying to get you to
go along with them. I've warned you of them
many times; sadly, I'm having to do it again.
All they want is easy street. They hate Christ's
Cross. °But easy street is a dead-end street.
Those who live there make their bellies their
gods; belches are their praise; all they can
think of is their appetites. 2°But there's far
more to life for us. We're citizens of high
heaven! We're waiting the arrival of the
Savior, the Master, Jesus Christ, *who will
transform our earthy bodies into glorious
bodies like his own. He'll make us beautiful
and whole with the same powerful skill by
which he is putting everything as it should be,
under and around him.
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