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provided we suffer with him in order that
we may also be glorified with him.

Future Glory

8For | consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
%For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of
God. 2°For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of him
who subjected it, in hope #that the
creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to corruption and obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of
God. ??For we know that the whole
creation has been groaning together in the
pains of childbirth until now. 2And not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption
as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
24For in this hope we were saved. Now
hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.

L_ikewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. For we do not know what to
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us with groanings
too deep for words. 2’And he who
searches hearts knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of
God.

go through exactly what Christ goes through. If
we go through the hard times with him, then
we're certainly going to go through the good
times with him! *That's why | don't think
there's any comparison between the present
hard times and the coming good times. °The
created world itself can hardly wait for what's
coming next. 2°Everything in creation is being
more or less held back. God reins it in 2*until
both creation and all the creatures are ready
and can be released at the same moment into
the glorious times ahead. Meanwhile, the
joyful anticipation deepens. 2?All around us we
observe a pregnant creation. The difficult times
of pain throughout the world are simply birth
pangs. But it's not only around us; it's within
us. The Spirit of God is arousing us within.
We're also feeling the birth pangs. 2These
sterile and barren bodies of ours are yearning
for full deliverance. ?*That is why waiting does
not diminish us, any more than waiting
diminishes a pregnant mother. We are enlarged
in the waiting. We, of course, don't see what is
enlarging us. ®But the longer we wait, the
larger we become, and the more joyful our
expectancy. ®Meanwhile, the moment we get
tired in the waiting, God's Spirit is right
alongside helping us along. If we don't know
how or what to pray, it doesn't matter. He does
our praying in and for us, making prayer out of
our wordless sighs, our aching groans. >'He
knows us far better than we know ourselves,
knows our pregnant condition, and keeps us
present before God.
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