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False Prophets and Teachers

But false prophets also arose among the
people, just as there will be false teachers
among you, who will secretly bring in
destructive heresies, even denying the
Master who bought them, bringing upon
themselves swift destruction. 2 And many
will follow their sensuality, and because
of them the way of truth will be
blasphemed. * And in their greed they will
exploit you with false words. Their
condemnation from long ago is not idle,
and their destruction is not asleep.

4 For if God did not spare angels when
they sinned, but cast them into hell and
committed them to chains of gloomy
darkness to be kept until the judgment; ®
if he did not spare the ancient world, but
preserved Noah, a herald of
righteousness, with seven others, when he
brought a flood upon the world of the
ungodly; ®if by turning the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he
condemned them to extinction, making
them an example of what is going to
happen to the ungodly; “and if he rescued
righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the
sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as
that righteous man lived among them day
after day, he was tormenting his righteous
soul over their lawless deeds that he saw
and heard); ° then the Lord knows how to
rescue the godly from trials, and to keep
the unrighteous under punishment until
the day of judgment, °and especially
those who indulge in the lust of defiling
passion and despise authority. Bold and
willful, they do not tremble as they
blaspheme the glorious ones,

!But there were also lying prophets among
the people then, just as there will be lying
religious teachers among you. They'll
smuggle in destructive divisions, pitting you
against each other - biting the hand of the
One who gave them a chance to have their
lives back! They've put themselves on a fast
downhill slide to destruction,but not before
they recruit a crowd of mixed-up followers
who can't tell right from wrong.>They're only
out for themselves. They'll say anything,
anything, that sounds good to exploit you.
They won't, of course, get by with it. They'll
come to a bad end, for God has never just
stood by and let that kind of thing go on.*God
didn't let the rebel angels off the hook, but
jailed them in hell till Judgment Day.°Neither
did he let the ancient ungodly world off. He
wiped it out with a flood, rescuing only eight
people - Noah, the sole voice of
righteousness, was one of them.®God decreed
destruction for the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah. A mound of ashes was all that was
left - grim warning to anyone bent on an
ungodly life.”But that good man Lot, driven
nearly out of his mind by the sexual filth and
perversity, was rescued.®Surrounded by moral
rot day after day after day, that righteous man
was in constant torment.’So God knows how
to rescue the godly from evil trials. And he
knows how to hold the feet of the wicked to
the fire until Judgment Day.'°God is
especially incensed against these "teachers"
who live by lust, addicted to a filthy
existence. They despise interference from
true authority, preferring to indulge in self-
rule. Insolent egotists, they don't hesitate to
speak evil against the most splendid of
creatures.
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