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The Temptation of Jesus

2The Spirit immediately drove him out
into the wilderness. **And he was in the
wilderness forty days, being tempted by
Satan. And he was with the wild animals,
and the angels were ministering to him.

Jesus Begins His Ministry

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came
into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, "®and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe in the gospel.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

18passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he
saw Simon and Andrew the brother of
Simon casting a net into the sea, for they
were fishermen. Y’And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me, and I will make you become
fishers of men.” **And immediately they
left their nets and followed him. **And
going on a little farther, he saw James the
son of Zebedee and John his brother, who
were in their boat mending the nets. 2And
immediately he called them, and they left
their father Zebedee in the boat with the
hired servants and followed him.

Jesus Heals a Man with an Unclean
Spirit

2!And they went into Capernaum, and
immediately on the Sabbath he entered
the synagogue and was teaching. 2And
they were astonished at his teaching, for
he taught them as one who had authority,
and not as the scribes. And immediately
there was in their synagogue a man with
an unclean spirit. And he cried out,
What have you to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? |
know who you are—the Holy One of
God.” #But Jesus rebuked him, saying,
“Be silent, and come out of him!” ®And
the unclean spirit, convulsing him and
crying out with a loud voice, came out of
him. 2’And they were all amazed, so that
they questioned among themselves,
saying, “What is this? A new teaching
with authority! He commands even the

12At once, this same Spirit pushed
Jesus out into the wild.**For forty
wilderness days and nights he was
tested by Satan. Wild animals were
his companions, and angels took
care of him.**After John was
arrested, Jesus went to Galilee
preaching the Message of
God:™"Time's up! God's kingdom is
here. Change your life and believe
the Message."'®Passing along the
beach of Lake Galilee, he saw
Simon and his brother Andrew net-
fishing. Fishing was their regular
work.'"Jesus said to them, "Come
with me. I'll make a new kind of
fisherman out of you. I'll show you
how to catch men and women
instead of perch and bass."*¥They
didn't ask questions. They dropped
their nets and followed.'°A dozen
yards or so down the beach, he saw
the brothers James and John,
Zebedee's sons. They were in the
boat, mending their fishnets.Right
off, he made the same offer.
Immediately, they left their father
Zebedee, the boat, and the hired
hands, and followed.?*Then they
entered Capernaum. When the
Sabbath arrived, Jesus lost no time
in getting to the meeting place. He
spent the day there teaching.??They
were surprised at his teaching - so
forthright, so confident - not
quibbling and quoting like the
religion scholars.ZSuddenly, while
still in the meeting place, he was
interrupted by a man who was
deeply disturbed and yelling
out,?*"What business do you have
here with us, Jesus? Nazarene! |
know what you're up to! You're the
Holy One of God, and you've come
to destroy us!"?%Jesus shut him up:
"Quiet! Get out of him!"?The
afflicting spirit threw the man into
spasms, protesting loudly - and got
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unclean spirits, and they obey him.”

28 And at once his fame spread everywhere
throughout all the surrounding region of
Galilee.

Jesus Heals Many

2And immediately he left the synagogue
and entered the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. *Now
Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a
fever, and immediately they told him
about her. **And he came and took her by
the hand and lifted her up, and the fever
left her, and she began to serve them.
%2That evening at sundown they brought
to him all who were sick or oppressed by
demons. **And the whole city was
gathered together at the door. **And he
healed many who were sick with various
diseases and cast out many demons. And
he would not permit the demons to speak,
because they knew him.

Jesus Preaches in Galilee

% And rising very early in the morning,
while it was still dark, he departed and
went out to a desolate place, and there he
prayed. *And Simon and those who were
with him searched for him, *and they
found him and said to him, “Everyone is
looking for you.” *And he said to them,
“Let us go on to the next towns, that |
may preach there also, for that is why |
came out.” *And he went throughout all
Galilee, preaching in their synagogues
and casting out demons.

out.2’Everyone there was
incredulous, buzzing with curiosity.
"What's going on here? A new
teaching that does what it says? He
shuts up defiling, demonic spirits
and sends them packing!"?News of
this traveled fast and was soon all
over Galilee.?®Directly on leaving
the meeting place, they came to
Simon and Andrew's house,
accompanied by James and
John.*°Simon's mother-in-law was
sick in bed, burning up with fever.
They told Jesus.**He went to her,
took her hand, and raised her up. No
sooner had the fever left than she
was up fixing dinner for them.**That
evening, after the sun was down,
they brought sick and evil-afflicted
people to him,*the whole city lined
up at his door!**He cured their sick
bodies and tormented spirits.
Because the demons knew his true
identity, he didn't let them say a
word.**While it was still night, way
before dawn, he got up and went out
to a secluded spot and
prayed.®Simon and those with him
went looking for him.3"They found
him and said, "Everybody's looking
for you."%8Jesus said, "Let's go to the
rest of the villages so | can preach
there also. This is why I've
come."3He went to their meeting
places all through Galilee, preaching
and throwing out the demons.
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