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533When they heard this, they were
enraged and wanted to kill them. 3But
a Pharisee in the council named
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in
honor by all the people, stood up and
gave orders to put the men outside for a
little while. 35And he said to them,
“Men of Israel, take care what you are
about to do with these men. **For
before these days Theudas rose

up, claiming to be somebody, and a
number of men, about four hundred,
joined him. He was killed, and all who
followed him were dispersed and came
to nothing. 3’After him Judas the
Galilean rose up in the days of the
census and drew away some of the
people after him. He too perished, and
all who followed him were scattered.
330 in the present case I tell you, keep
away from these men and let them
alone, for if this plan or this
undertaking is of man, it will fail; *but
if it is of God, you will not be able to
overthrow them. You might even be
found opposing God!” So they took his
advice, “*and when they had called in
the apostles, they beat them and
charged them not to speak in the name
of Jesus, and let them go. “'Then they
left the presence of the

council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer dishonor

for the name. **And every day, in the
temple and from house to house, they
did not cease teaching and preaching
that the Christ is Jesus.

¢INow in these days when the disciples
were increasing in number, a complaint
by the Hellenists arose against the
Hebrews because their widows were
being neglected in the daily
distribution. 2And the twelve
summoned the full number of the
disciples and said, “It is not right that
we should give up preaching the word
of God to serve tables. 3Therefore,
brothers, pick out from among you
seven men of good repute, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will
appoint to this duty. ‘But we will
devote ourselves to prayer and to the
ministry of the word.” SAnd what they
said pleased the whole gathering, and
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith

533-37TWhen they heard that, they were
furious and wanted to kill them on the
spot. But one of the council members
stood up, a Pharisee by the name of
Gamaliel, a teacher of God’s Law who
was honored by everyone. He ordered the
men taken out of the room for a short
time, then said, “Fellow Israelites, be
careful what you do to these men. Not
long ago Theudas made something of a
splash, claiming to be somebody, and got
about four hundred men to join him. He
was killed, his followers dispersed, and
nothing came of it. A little later, at the
time of the census, Judas the Galilean
appeared and acquired a following. He
also fizzled out and the people following
him were scattered to the four winds.

38-394So I am telling you: Hands off these
men! Let them alone. If this program or
this work is merely human, it will fall
apart, but if it is of God, there is nothing
you can do about it—and you better not
be found fighting against God!”

40-2That convinced them. They called the
apostles back in. After giving them a
thorough whipping, they warned them not
to speak in Jesus’ name and sent them off.
The apostles went out of the High Council
overjoyed because they had been given
the honor of being dishonored on account
of the Name. Every day they were in the
Temple and homes, teaching and
preaching Christ Jesus, not letting up for a
minute.

%14Dyring this time, as the disciples were
increasing in numbers by leaps and
bounds, hard feelings developed among
the Greek-speaking believers—
“Hellenists”—toward the Hebrew-
speaking believers because their widows
were being discriminated against in the
daily food lines. So the Twelve called a
meeting of the disciples. They said, “It
wouldn’t be right for us to abandon our
responsibilities for preaching and teaching
the Word of God to help with the care of
the poor. So, friends, choose seven men
from among you whom everyone trusts,
men full of the Holy Spirit and good
sense, and we’ll assign them this task.
Meanwhile, we’ll stick to our assigned
tasks of prayer and speaking God’s
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and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon,
and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte of Antioch. *These they set
before the apostles, and they prayed
and laid their hands on them. 7And the
word of God continued to increase, and
the number of the disciples multiplied
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many
of the priests became obedient to the
faith.

8And Stephen, full of grace and power,
was doing great wonders and signs
among the people. *Then some of those
who belonged to the synagogue of the
Freedmen (as it was called), and of the
Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians,
and of those from Cilicia and Asia,
rose up and disputed with

Stephen. "But they could not withstand
the wisdom and the Spirit with which
he was speaking. 'Then they secretly
instigated men who said, “We have
heard him speak blasphemous words
against Moses and God.” 2And they
stirred up the people and the elders and
the scribes, and they came upon him
and seized him and brought him before
the council, *and they set up

false witnesses who said, “This man
never ceases to speak words

against this holy place and the

law, "for we have heard him say that
this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this
place and will change the customs that
Moses delivered to us.” SAnd gazing
at him, all who sat in the council saw
that his face was like the face of an
angel.

Word.”

56The congregation thought this was a
great idea. They went ahead and chose—
Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy
Spirit, Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, Nicolas, a convert from
Antioch.

"Then they presented them to the apostles.
Praying, the apostles laid on hands and
commissioned them for their task. The
Word of God prospered. The number of
disciples in  Jerusalem increased
dramatically. Not least, a great many
priests submitted themselves to the faith.

8-10Stephen, brimming with God’s grace
and energy, was doing wonderful things
among the people, unmistakable signs that
God was among them. But then some men
from the meeting place whose
membership was made up of freed slaves,
Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and some others
from Cilicia and Asia, went up against
him trying to argue him down. But they
were no match for his wisdom and spirit
when he spoke.

S0 in secret they bribed men to lie: “We
heard him cursing Moses and God.”

12-4That stirred up the people, the
religious leaders, and religion scholars.
They grabbed Stephen and took him
before the High Council. They put
forward their bribed witnesses to testify:
“This man talks nonstop against this Holy
Place and God’s Law. We even heard him
say that Jesus of Nazareth would tear this
place down and throw out all the customs
Moses gave us.”'5As all those who sat on
the High Council looked at Stephen, they
found they couldn’t take their eyes off
him—his face was like the face of an
angel!
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